
Infant mortality is not only a personal tragedy, it is a community tragedy.

When a baby dies, part of the community’s future dies.

A HEALTHY BABY BEGINS WITH YOU



Background

Authority: Section 383.2162, Florida Statutes. Black Infant 
Health Practice Initiative

Political Climate

What is the Black Infant Health 
Practice Initiative (BIHPI)?



Who is Participating?

Miami-Dade 
County was 

one of 8 
counties 
selected.



To convene a group of community 
leaders and experts in Fetal-Infant 
Mortality Review to address the 

gap/disparities in infant 
health/morbidity and mortality between 

black infants and others.

What is the purpose?



To eliminate the disparities in Black infant 
deaths.

Goal

A Black woman living in 
Miami-Dade County is two 
and a half time more likely 
than her white neighbor to 

see her baby die. 



Team comprised of community leaders            
representing government, 

consumers, key institutions, and health and 
human services organizations that reviews 

information/data, prioritizes identified 
issues, develops recommendations to 

improve outcomes for families regarding 
fetal and infant mortality.

What is the Community Action Team (CAT)?



What are disparities?

When one group of people gets sick and/or 
dies sooner and at a higher rate than other 

groups of people.



Adverse Environmental 
Conditions

Social  Policy

Poverty

Racism

Limited Access 
to Care

Under-
Education

Family Support

Lack of Access to 
Good  Nutrition

Weathering

Stress

Smoking

Poor Working Conditions

Bad Housing

Bad Neighborhoods
Unemployment

Hopelessness

Disparities

Adapted from A. R. James

Presenter
Presentation Notes
And for AA families who continue to experience all of the sequela that accompany marginalized citizenship, we will continue to experience substantial health care disparities.



What Causes Disparities?



The Circles of Influence on Health

Kaplan, et al. (2000). A Multilevel Framework for Health in :Promoting Health. Washington, DC: National Academy Press

Presenter
Presentation Notes
-This figure, which is adapted from George Kaplan’s framework for a multilevel approach to epidemiology, draws heavily from a socio-ecologic understanding of health and health behavior.
-Basically, social ecology posits that individual, and in turn, population health reflects the dynamic interplay between multiple levels of effect. Social ecology acknowledges the nesting of individuals within other, higher domains of influence including social relationships, organizations, neighborhoods, etc., and suggests that such domains affect health alone, and in interaction with, each other. These domains serve as the context for individual action, including health behaviors, and thus, can facilitate or impede individual and/or population ability to achieve health.
-Extending this logic to the dilemma of health disparity and disparity in mammography outcomes specifically, forces a shift in the conceptualization of disparity as explained by primarily individual-level characteristics (or differences between groups of individuals) to being a consequence of determinants existing on all levels of the social ecological framework. From this perspective, understanding disparity in mammography outcomes necessitates identifying what these other, higher-level influences of screening behavior are and examining how and why such determinants condition disparate screening outcomes between groups of women.  




Social Determinants of Health

• Income
• Wealth
• Racism
• Stressful experiences 

(chronic)
• Resource limitations
• Social capital
• Housing quality and 

availability

• Employment security
• Food security
• Social exclusion
• Language barriers
• Working conditions
• Education
• Early childhood care
• Legislation, regulations



Disparity: Contributing Factors

•  Health care

•  Behavior*

•  Culture

•  Social factors

•  Environmental 
factors

•  Weathering”

•  Racism

•  Economic factors

•  Neighborhood factors

• National, state or 
local Policies

•  Stress
* Not shown to be consistent contributor across all 

diseases

(Kington and Nickens)  in: America Becoming: Racial Trends and 
their Consequences, National Academy Press,2000



What We Say About Social Factors:

• Too hard to change

• Not realistic to expect factors to ever change

• Out of the realm of public health or medical 
providers

• Too expensive
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DEFINE: What is you need to know in order to begin to act?



From:
What are the disparities? 

And
How can we reduce them?

To:
How do we make it more feasible to address social 

contributors to health and health disparities?

Change the Question

Presenter
Presentation Notes
 Limits action by Health and Human Services agencies, public health and medicine to only that which is easy.



What do disparities look like?



Last year, 95 Black/AA 
babies died in Miami-Dade 

County before their 1st 
birthday



That’s more than 5 
kindergarten classes that 
won’t start school in five 

years. . .



Presenter
Presentation Notes
while the infant mortality rate went down for all racial/ethnic groups in the United States over the last 15 years, the 20 percent decline for blacks was somewhat slower than for other groups, ranging from a drop of 22 percent (whites) to 32 percent (American Indians/Alaska Natives). In the 1989-1991 and 2002-2004 periods, black babies were 2.4 times more likely than white babies to die in their first year of life.


How likely it is that a baby will die before age 1 (Infant Mortality Rates) in the US
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WHY IS THIS IMPORTANT TO US?



FOR MORE INFORMATION

Healthy Start Coalition of Miami-Dade

701 SW 27th Avenue

Suite 1401

Miami, FL 33135

Phone: (305) 541-0210

Fax: (305) 541-0213

www.hscmd.org

BIHPI@hscmd.org

Black Infant Health Practice Initiative
http://www.healthystartcoalition.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/Research.Black_Infant
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